Visit by Tsimane’, Tacana, and Mosetén Researchers
In June 2024, Tacana, Tsimane’, and Mosetén researchers visited museums in Germany and
Sweden to reconnect with artigacts produced by their peoples and preserved for decades
oufside their ferrifories. One of these encounters took place af the Dresden Museum of Eth-
nology (Museum ¢tr Vlkerkunde Dresden).
The visit allowed them to observe, fouch, and inferpret articacts that are part of the col-
lection assembled by Richard Wegner befween 1127 and 1127 Nearly a cenfury agter leaving
their terrifories, these articacts were reunited with members of the peoples who created them,
helping fo revive knowledge, memories, and practices that had remained dormant. This knowl-
edge is linked fo materials, technigues, and ways of lice passed down through geneations.
During the visit, the researchers described and inferpreted the articacts and recalled their
uses. Many were items of clothing, fextiles, baskefs, and other elements of daily lice. There
were also protective ifems ror adulfs and children, as well as foys and objects associated
with childhood. Although some of these objects are no longer made in the communities, they
remain present in the collective memory of the communities.



THE TSIMANE’ AND MOSETEN
PEOPLES

The Tsimane” and Mosetén are indigenous
peoples of the Bolivian Amazon belonging
to the Mosetén language gamily. Their
communities primarily inhabit the basins
of the Beni, Quiguibey, Manigui, and Apere
vivers in northern Bolivia. Throughout their
history, they have mainfained signicicant
levels of autonomy and preserved their
own practices, nowledge, and porms og
organization.

The region’s rorests, rivers, and animals
are infegral fo their ways of liFe and
knowledge systems. Many of the articacts
found in European museums were used

gor generations in daily lice, cor personal
protection, child care, hunting, fishing, and
ritual practices. Although some of these
objects are no longer made foday, they
remain part o the communities” collective
mermory.

José Nate teaching his grandchildren how fo make arrows.
Puente Yucumo, September 2022 - Photo: Lesly Garcia Sofo



THE TSIMANE' COLLECTION
AT THE DRESDEN MUSEUM

The Tsimane’ collection af the Dresden
Museum og Ethnology (Museum giiv
Vélkerkunde Dresden) consists o 10
objects that the German physician and
anthropologist Richard Wegner collected
during an expedition fo Bolivia between
112% and 1127, During his two-year journey
through South America, Wegner collected
more than one hundred boxes of materials
and nearly two thousand photographs.

List of Objects

The Tsimane” objects were collected
primarily in the Beni River basin and
include clothing, child protection items, bark
textiles, musical instruments, fools, and other
items of daily lie. Wegner’s photographs
and descriptions allow fox a comparison

of these articacts with the communities’
current knowledge and practices. Nearly
one hundred vears agter they were collected,
the collection remains a source of Mmermory,
knowledge, and intercultural dialogue.



The Tsimane'
Collection at the
Dresden Museum

The beals on this blouse ave
from eagles. There are also
beals from matan.

This blouse was used to
protect children prom wild

Many of these objects

still existed when |
was a child. | still
remembey them,

of Ethnology

DORMANT KNOWLEDGE

Although some okzjec’[s are no longer made or used in
everyday IiFe, researchers recognized the maferials,

Techniques, and Fund ions associated with them. The
knowledge had not disappeared: it remained in the
collective memory, waiting fo be reactivated through
an encounter with the collections.

Children’s blouse with
profective amulets

{:oresf animals,

This bark blanket

This protects me
prom the envivonment,
animals, and the
forces of the Foves’f.

Object Record

Children’s blouse with magical
jewelry:

Inventory number: 59439
Place of origin: Bolivia, before
1929

People: Tsimane’

Year of acquisition:

Collected between 1927

and 1929, added to the
collection in 1964.

Material: Woven corocho
fiber

Size: 53 x 47 cm

Objects related to childhood FEQTU\’E
prominently in the Tsimane’
ethnographic collections. The
emphasis on profecting children

is striking: blouses adorned with
bird bealks, amulefs, and specigic
garments designed fo protect

them crom animals, spirits,

and the forces of the

Amazonian environment.

Kushma garment made

of mFFia bark

was likely made
vorm the Bibosi or

Corocho tree.

Fabrics and fextiles

The corocho or ashaba’ (Poulsenia armata) is a free widely
used by the Tsimane’ and Mosetén peoples. A giber was
obtained prorm its bark, which was then pounded and sogtened
until it became a durable pabric. This material was used to
make clothing, hammocks, blankets, mosquito nefs, and other

everyday objects. Its production
required specialized knowledge
vegarding free selection, bark
extraction, and giber processing
fechnigues.

Feather crown

This peather crown, which confains the body o a bird at ifs center, was
likely worn by a person og authority or a ritual specialist.

Although this garment is no longer used foday,
people wore it until the mid-20th century. It
WAS WoTh £OY hunting or worlk

Necllace
Baby hammocl

Play and
profection doll

"Museurm objects are not merely
testimonies to a distant past,

but active entities endowed with
vitality. They can reawaken
memories, emotions, and
knowledge armong the descendants
of those who created them.”
(Rodrigues et al. 2020)

CHILDHOOD 0BJECTS

In fotal, the museums visited with Tsimane” collections
contain 15 childhood objects. These vange prom leisure items
such as foys, balls, and vattles to everyday objects like
baby hammocks and protective ifems. These objects reveal
an elaborate system of care and child-rearing deeply
vooted in the territory, animals, ritual knowledge, and the
relationships between humans and other corest creatures.

Amglets cor

protection

A small object with seven
figures, tied to children’s
beds to profect them.

The objects cracted by

our elders remain alive in

our practices and in our
memory.

Sorme are sacred;
they possess agency
and can communicate

with us.

Pouch For

girls and
boys
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The project Heritage and Terriforiality: Past, present, and puture
perceptions among the Tacana, Tsimane’, Mosetén, and Wai-
wai seeks to comprehensively understand the meaning that these
Amazonian indigenous peoples aftribute fo cultural heritage, both
tangiole and infangible. The project analyzes the relationship
between herifage, fervitory, local knowledge, and perceptions of
time and space, while also considering the pressures and threats
these communities race. Through a comparative, inferdiscipli-
nary, and collaborative approach, the project highlights both the
digperences and similarities among the participating peoples,
promoting the vevaluation of heritage as

a key element for cultural strengthening W], baaricy

and fervitorial deense. Y

More incormation about the project, its oMes
activities, and results on the oggicial =
website:

The Department or Anthropology of the Americas af the
University op Bonn conducts inferdisciplinary research on
indigenous societies, heritage, and archaeology, promoting
collaborative and critical approaches to the study of the
Americas.
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