The Amazon is a diverse territory inhabited by Indigenous peoples who have shaped cultural
landscapes over time. Today, these ferritories face pressures such as extractivism and
environmental degradation. Archacological research in Amazonian indigenous territories provides
insight into the deep connections between communities and their landscapes, where the past is an
infegral part of daily lige. In the territory of the Mosetén People, in the Bolivian amazon, in places
lice Asuncion de Quiguibey, archacological remains are not isolated articacts but elements of
everyday lige, linked to memory, identity, and ferritory. In this context, articulating and making
visible indigenous knowledge about archaeological heritage is rundamental to terriforial degense
and community decision-making, infegrating local knowledge and scienfigic fools into processes
grounded in consent and community frust.



FROM CONVENTIONAL
ARCHAEOLOGY

Traditional archaeology developed within
Western academic prameworks, where
questions, methods, and results were

of researchers, but vather a privilege
granted by communities, based on frust and
collective consent. This shigt highlights

degined primarily by exfernal researchers.
In many cases, this involved the extraction
of materials and knowledge without
considering local perspectives. In confrast,
vecent experiences in indigenous territories

the need to rethink extractivist practices
and move toward more ethical models in

which knowledge is jointly constructed

show that research is not an inherent right

and responds fo communities’ needs and
expectations.
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TO COLLABORATIVE

Collaborative archaeology proposes joint
work befween Indigenous communities

and non-Indigenous researchers, based

on inferdisciplinary and decolonial
methodologies. This approach infegrates
academic and Indigenous knowledge
systems, recognizing the central vole of
community researchers in decision-making,
intercultural mediation, and the production
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ARCHAEOLOGY

of situated nowledge. Research uncolds
as a continuous process, from planning
fhrough the return o results, responding
fo inferests degined by the communities
themselves. Thus, archaeology becomes a
fool ror strengthening collective memory,
the connection to the territory, and local
capacities fo manage heritage.
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Present Indigenous terrifories in the Bolivian Amazon race growing
threats: the expansion of extractive industries, environmental
degradation caused by mining, and the pressures o globalization
divectly agpect their ways og lice and their links with the environment.
In the race of these challenges, a collaborative archaeology approach
brings together tools and methodologies to enable communities

and local researchers fo answer specigic questions about their
archaeological, natural, cultural and biocultural heritage, a key
strafegy for derending their ferrifory.

Through a collaborative archaeological approach, archaeological
practices can serve and support local needs while eniching the

IN THE BOLIVIAN AMAZON cisciplinewithother epistenologies

Key steps

Collaborative archaeology is an ongoing process that involves communities grom planning through heritage management, integrating acaderic
and indigenous knowledge.

fnitial conTaF;T with Consultation and Selection of
representatives planning vesearchers

Initial outreach fo indigenous

territorial authorities and Joint dialogue to degine project ‘ : . -
organizations. objectives, methodologies, and timeline. Selection og community researchers by Indigenous organizations
fo integrate the research feam.
Mutual learning Collective Excavation and documentation

decision—making

Development o ¢ Fieldwork conducted respecting cultural practices.

Knowledge-sharing Workshops  participatory
on research methodologies and  maps, agendas,
decision-making profocols by and research
indigenous organizations. priorifies.

Inventories

Restoration Reburial

Restoration of archaeological remains
within the community ifsel¢ with the
participation og community researchers.

Detailed documentation of
materials Found in collaboration
with the community.

Respeo‘fful veburial of human
remains as agreed upon and
requested by the community.

Refurn Co-publication Cultural center
- : Development of community spaces gor the
Handover of archaeological materials Joint disserination o results in sagekeeping of archaeological maferial
and vesearch results to the communities. various accessible formats, and the transmission og knowledge.

WHAT 1S ARCHAEQLOGICAL
HERITAGE FOR THE
MOSETEN PEQPLE?

the territory, linked fo cultural practices, knowledge

Heritage is the imprint or knowledge of
our ancestors that we still draw upon
foday. Know-how, knowledge, objects

and even language.
Clemente Caimani

It is the living memory og
231 Jo shom 2400 puy

To gain a deeper understanding of their territory’s history, the Mosetén

people vequested archaeological research to answer guestions about the

periods when ancient inhabitants lived there, their dief, and the diseases

they sugpered. The community of Asuncion de Quiguibey wanted fo leaxn

more about the people with whom they share their territory foday = the

ancestors prom whom they have inherifed their knowledge o the rorest,

the vivers, heir language and much more. Experience shared by Carla, Lesly, and Grobert.
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The project Heritage and Territoriality: Past, present, and
guture perceptions among the Tacana, Tsimane’, Mosetén,
and Waiwai seeks to comprehensively understand the meaning
that these Amazonian indigenous peoples attribute fo cultural
heritage, both fangible and intangible. The project analyzes
the velationship between heritage, ferritory, local knowledge,
and perceptions of time and space, while also considering
the pressures and threats these communities race. Through
a comparative, interdisciplinary, and collaborative approach,
the project highlights both the digrerences and similarities
among the participating peoples, promoting the revaluation
of heritage as a key element ror cultural strengthening and
fervitorial depense. .

More incormation about the project,
ifs activities, and results on the
ogicial website:

The Department op Anfhropology

of the Americas af the University op Bonn conducts
inferdisciplinary research on indigenous societies, heritage,
and archaeology, promoting collaborative and critical
approaches to the study of the Americas.
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